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Expression of DAPK in hepatocellular carcinoma and its clinical significance
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Abstract: Objective To investigate the expression of death associated protein kinase (DAPK) in
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) and its correlation with clinicopathological characteristic. Methods SP
immunohistochemistry method was applied to detect the expression of DAPK in 50 surgical liver tissue
samples and its paracarcinoma tissue samples and 5 normal liver tissue samples. Results The expression of
DAPK in HCC tissue, paracarcinoma tissue and normal liver tissue were 36%, 62% and 100%, respectively.
The positive rate of DAPK was significantly lower than that of paracarcinoma tissue and normal liver
tissuc. The decreased expression of DAPK was corrclated with HCC differentiation degree and lymph node
metastasis (P < 0.05) in HCC. Conclusions The decreased expression of DAPK may play an important role in
hepatocarcinogenesis.
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